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R 301006Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 809 
INFO AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
CINCUSNAVEIU LONDON 
COMIDEASTFOR MANAMA 
DIA WASHDC 
SECDEF WASHDC 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 

SECRET TEHRAN 2853 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, IR, SU 

SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF IRANIAN PATROL BOATS TO SUDAN 

REF: TEHRAN 2642 

1. OWING TO NOW RUZ HOLIDAYS, WHICH WILL CONTINUE FOR ABOUT 
ONE MORE WEEK, WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO OBTAIN DEFINITE 
INFORMATION AS TO IDENTIFICATION OF BOATS WHICH GOI TRANS- 
FERRED TO SUDAN. BEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW INDICATES 
TAHT FOUR BOATS IN QUESTION WERE TAKEN FROM LOT OF SIX BOATS 
PURCHASED THROUGH FMS CASE BAE AND BAK. WE WILL SUPPLY 
BETTER INFORMATION WHEN WE CAN DISCUSS MATTER WITH IRANIAN 
OFFICERS. 

2. THERE WOULD APPEAR TO US TO BE TWO POSSIBLE MEANS FOR 
DEALING WITH THIS PROBLEM: 

A. WE COULD QUIETLY REQUEST THAT IRANIANS RECALL BOATS 
FROM SUDAN. WE DO NOT RECOMMENT THIS STEP AS IT WOULD PROVE 
EMBARRASSING IN OUR RELATIONS WITH GOI AND IN IRAN'S 
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MEASURE TO TAKE IN RECTIFYING A SITUATION THAT WE FEEL WAS 
PRODUCED THROUGH HONEST ERROR ON THE IRANIAN SIDE. KHARTOUM 
MAY WISH TO COMMENT ON SUDANESE REACTION IF THIS MEASURE WERE 
TO BE ADOPTED. 

B. WE COULD INSTITUTE PROCEDURES FOR APPROVAL OF TRANSFER, 
INCLUDING A NOTICE TO CONGRESS AND CUSTOMARY ASSURANCES FROM 
GOS. WE BELIEVE THIS WOULD BE AMORE APPROPRIATE MEANS FOR 
DEALING WITH TRANSFER OF THESE ITEMS OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
WHICH ARE IN POOR CONDITION AND OF MARGINAL MILITARY VALUE. 

IF THIS ALTERNATIVE IS ACCEPTED, WE BELIEVE THAT WE SHOULD 
GIVE GOI A CLEAR STATEMENT OF OUR POLICY TOWARD THE SUDAN 
WHICH COULD GUIDE ANY FURTHER DECISIONS OF THIS NATURE. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE. 

HELMS 
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